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Appropriate statistical analyses revealed that as a 
whole, the SSD group performed more poorly than the 
TD controls on literacy outcome measures. Both LI and 
persistent SSD were associated with poor PA outcomes, 
but only language skills predicted literacy outcomes. 
SSD 
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literacy difficulties remains unclear, as Peterson et al. 
(2009) found that isolated SSD predicted PA skills but 
not literacy outcomes, and Hesketh (2004) found that 
PA skills were the best predictor of literacy 
achievement. The predictive relationship between PA 
skills and literacy outcomes is outside the scope of this 
review and further research is needed to evaluate this 
association.   
 
Nature of Speech Sound Disorder 
There was evidence to suggest that SSD characteristics 
also influence literacy outcomes. Some studies 
indicated that persistent SSD to the age of school entry 
and the presence of disordered speech errors may 
increase risk for poorer outcomes. It is speculated that 
children with 
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reading disorders. Paper presented at the 
Annual Convention of the American Speech 
and Hearing Association; Atlanta, GA: Nov. 
1996. 
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